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1. Introduction 
 

Carrickfergus Academy is committed to ensuring that it exercises its functions relating to 
the provision of education, with a view to promoting high standards, ensuring fair access 
to educational opportunity, and promoting the fulfilment by every child of their educational 
potential. This applies to children and young people of compulsory school age to receive 
a suitable education either at school or otherwise than at school.  

 

 

2. The Law in Northern Ireland 
 

The responsibility for a child’s education rests with the child’s Parents/Carers. 
Article 45 of the Education and Libraries (Northern Ireland) Order 1986 (as 
amended) places a duty on Parents/Carers to ensure that their child receives an 

 

 “efficient full-time education suitable to his/her age, ability and aptitude and to 
any special educational needs he/she may have, either by regular attendance at 
school or otherwise”.  

 

This enables Parents/Carers to secure their child’s full-time education either at 
school or outside of the formal school environment process.  

 

Article 2 of Protocol 1 of the European Convention on Human Rights states that 

  

“No person shall be denied the right to education. In the exercise of any functions 
which it assumes in relation to education and to teaching, the State shall respect 
the right of Parents/Carers to ensure such education and teaching is in 
conformity with their own religious and philosophical convictions.” 

 

3. Guiding Principles at Carrickfergus Academy 
 
 

Education is a fundamental right for every child. Through education, our young people are 
supported to develop the knowledge, skills, attitudes and personal attributes they need to 
thrive in childhood and to go on to lead healthy and fulfilling lives as contributors to our 
economy and society.  
 
Education must be child-centred, child-friendly, and empowering, with its goal being to 
strengthen the child’s capacity to enjoy the full range of human rights and to respect the 
rights of others. Education should empower children by developing their skills, learning and 
other capacities, human dignity, self-esteem, and self-confidence. 
 
At Carrickfergus Academy, where it is deemed that full-time education in mainstream 
school does not meet the needs of a young person, a number of other avenues will be 
investigated by the School Based Care Team.  These alternatives include: 
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4. Types of Alternative Education Provision 

 
 
(i) Elective Home Education (EHE) 

 
Elective Home Education is the term used to describe the practice by which 
Parents/Carers decide to educate their children outside of the school system. 
 
Reasons for Choosing Home Education  
 
Some Parents/Carers choose to home educate for a wide variety of reasons which may 
include, but are not limited to: 
 

• Religious/Spiritual Beliefs 

• Philosophical Reasons 

• Dissatisfaction with the System 

• Bullying  

• Special Educational Needs 

• Mental Health Issues 
 
Roles and Responsibilities 
 
Parents/Carers 

 
If the child has never attended school, there is no legal requirement on Parents/Carers to 
make any contact with the Education Authority (EA), but EA would invite Parents/Carers to 
make contact with the Elective Home Education Team (EHE) for advice on matters such 
as the curriculum, public examinations and any future enrolment at school.  
 
If the child is attending Carrickfergus Academy, Parents/Carers should de-register their 
child by letter, informing the Interim Principal of school (Mrs Irvine) of their intention to 
home educate and that the child should be removed from the school register.  

 
The notifcation to the Principal must be made in writing with a date for the start of elective 
home education and the Parent’s/Carer’s signature. If no notification is received, the child 
will remain on the school’s register and be marked each day as an unauthorised absence, 
which may mean Parents/Carers being contacted by the Education Welfare Service due to 
sustained absence from school.  
 
Carrickfergus Academy  
 
Where a Parent/Carer has indicated that they are considering elective home education 
(EHE), Carrickfergus Academy will engage in a discussion with the Parent/Carer and the 
pupil about the implications of making this choice. This meeting will be held with the 
Deputy Pastoral Leader.  Carrickfergus Academy will always adhere to the legal 
framework. Carrickfergus Academy cannot legally prevent or delay de-registration of a 
child once formally notified by the Parent/Carer. 
 
When a written letter advising of de-registration is received, Carrickfergus Academy will 
assure itself that the request is from an adult who has parental responsibility for the care of 
the child. Where more than one person has parental responsibility and there is discord 
regarding a decision affecting a child’s education then those with parental responsibility 
would be expected to consult together and reach an agreement on any decision affecting 
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the child’s education.  
 
As per DE Circular 2019/14 a school will remove the child from the register on the day 
after their last attendance. Carrickfergus Academy will then complete an Attendance 
Form S.A.1 and provide additional copies to:  
 

• Child’s Parent/Carer 

• EHE Team at the Education Authority, along with a scanned copy of the parent’s 
de-registration letter  

• Education Welfare Service  
 

The school should remove the young person from the register as soon as possible after 
receipt of the parent’s letter. In the short interim period Absence Code 3 should be used. 
DENI Circular 2010/07 states:  
 
“This code should be used from the date a parent advises the Principal that they have 
decided to educate their child at home until the Principal provides a certificate of 
attendance (Form S.A.1) to the parent, which states the reason for removal as “elective 
home education”. When Form S.A.1 is issued, the pupil can be removed from the General 
Register and there will no longer be a requirement to record their attendance.” 
 

 
(ii) Exceptional Teaching Arrangements (ETA) 
  
 ETA is a service that assists schools to deliver education to young people who for medical 

reasons are temporarily unable to attend school for a period of time lasting more than 20 
days. 

 
 ETA is a time limited, temporary service with the clear intention of supporting and 

encouraging each young person back to their full time educational placement. 
 
 ETA is not an alternative to full time school attendance; it cannot provide the breadth and 

quality of learning that school attendance can. However, if a young person is ill and unable 
to attend, medical evidence will be required from: 

   

• Physical Illness  
   Hospital Consultant/Specialist, 
   Community Pediatrician, or GP (only if the illness is weight bearing) 
 

• Mental Health  
   CAMHS Consultant /Team Lead STEP 3 or above 
   Consultant from LAC support services 
 

• School Aged Mothers  
   SAMS/EWS 
 
 Roles and Responsibilities 
 
 Parents/Carers 
 
 Parents/Carers have a responsibility to ensure that their child attends the 4.5 hours of 

home tuition each week.  This tuition may take place in the child’s home, in a public library 
or in a dedicated space within the child’s school. 
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 Parents/Carers also have a responsibility to attend the half-termly progress review 
meetings organised by Carrickfergus Academy and the ETA home tutor. 

 
 Carrickfergus Academy 
 
 Carrickfergus Academy should complete the ETA Information Request Form and send all 

supporting medical evidence and information via Any Comms Plus to EA: ETA Referrals. 
 
 ETA Panels meet once per month; submissions should be made one week prior to the 

Panel meeting.  These dates are made available to school at the start of each academic 
year. 

 
 This referral process is managed by the Deputy Pastoral Leaders at Carrickfergus 

Academy. 
  

 The school will remain responsible for: 
 

• The educational progress of the child 
 

• The examination process, including examination entries and invigilation 
arrangements 

 

• The pastoral care of the child, including safeguarding and child protection 
 

• Providing all resources and teaching directions required to support the young 
person 

  

• Access to online/remote resources  
 

• The loan or provision of a laptop/tablet to facilitate learning from home for their pupil 
 

• Access to all educational support services available to all pupils in attendance at 
school, e.g. Careers Advice 

 

• Maintaining the pupil’s registration certificate with accurate attendance coding, 
including the use of Absence Code 2. 

 
 ETA 
 
 ETA can offer the following: 
 

• Up to 4.5 hours teaching per week (3 sessions of 1.5hrs or equivalent and it will be 
dependent on the needs, abilities and engagement of the young person) 

 

• A focus on the core skills of English and Maths 

 

• Examination entries and invigilation arrangements for OCN qualifications 
 

• Facilitation of eLearning/Blended Learning in line with school’s preferred method – 
Google Classroom 

 

• Provision of monthly attendance and progress updates on the pupil. 
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(iii) Education Other Than At School (EOTAS) 
 
 

EOTAS makes educational provision for children with social, emotional, behavioural, 
medical or other issues who, without its provision, cannot access suitable education. 

It allows children who have been expelled from, suspended from, or have otherwise 
disengaged from their registered school to participate in education until they achieve a new 
school place, are prepared for re-entry to an existing school place, or to maintain their 
education until compulsory school leaving age. 

Types of Provision 

• EOTAS is different to mainstream school and, while concerned with educational progress, 
must also focus on helping children and young people to address and overcome 
the Social, Behavioural, Emotional and Well Being difficulties (SBEW), or other barriers, 
which are preventing them from accessing learning. 

• EOTAS must provide a continuum of provision to address the diversity of needs presented 
by these young people, particularly those with SBEW. 

 

The two main types of EOTAS provision are: 

• Short term placements with continued school attendance where EOTAS focuses 
completely on addressing SBEW; and 

• Longer term placements retaining links with school but with the EOTAS setting taking 
responsibility for delivering curriculum as well as addressing SBEW. 

Roles and Responsibilities 

Multi- Disciplinary Approach  

The decision by Carrickfergus Academy’s School Based Care Team, to refer a child for an 
EOTAS placement is only taken when all other avenues to support the child and meet their 
educational needs have been met.  This decision will involve a number of interested parties, 
including: 

Pupil (the pupil’s voice is paramount) 

Parents/Carers 

School 

BOG 

EWS 

PPBSP 

Educational Psychology 

CAMHS 
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Carrickfergus Academy 

 

Request for an EOTAS placement can be submitted at any time in the school year, however 
panels only occur in December and April/May.  

Referrals can only be made by Carrickfergus Academy via the BP1 referral form which must 
be emailed to: PPBSP.referrals@eani.org.uk with all necessary supporting documentation. 

Carrickfergus Academy has a responsibility to maintain a link with the EOTAS placement 
centre and with the pupil and Parent/Carer.  School will attend a review meeting of pupil 
progress twice per academic year. 

For attendance recording purposes, the pupil will be coded using Absence Code 1. 

This referral process is managed by the Deputy Pastoral Leader KS4 at Carrickfergus 
Academy. 

 

EOTAS Centre 

 

The EOTAS Centre(s) will provide school with monthly attendance and progress updates on 
the pupil. 

The EOTAS Centre will also have full responsibility for examination entries and management 
of the external examination process.

https://www.eani.org.uk/sites/default/files/2021-03/BP1%20Form%20EOTAS%20Referral%202021_0.pdf
mailto:PPBSP.referrals@eani.org.uk
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