
 

The impact 
 

of being late: 

 
 
 

Being late can: 
 

• Embarrass/Upset 

your child. 
 

• Affect achievement 
 

• Disrupt lessons. 
 

 

Being late adds up 
to loss of learning: 
 

 

• 5 minutes late every 
day adds up to 3 
days lost each year 

 
• 10 minutes adds up to 

6 days lost each year 
 

• 15 minutes adds up to  
10 days lost each year 

 
• 20 minutes adds up to  

13 days lost each year 
 

• 30 minutes adds up to  
19 days lost each year 

 
 

Being on time means not  
missing out! 

 

 

 
 
 
Poor punctuality not only  
impacts on the learning of the  
child who is late for school, but  
also on the learning of all the  
other children in the class. 
 
 
Regular school attendance and  
good punctuality prepares  
children for later life when they  
need to get to work on time,  
catch public transport or flights  
or arrive at the theatre, concerts  
or cinema. 
 
 
If your child arrives after   
9.05 am they will be given a  
late mark (coded ‘L’ on your  
child’s Registration Certificate). 
 
 
4 ‘L’ codes in a 2-week period 
will result in your child being  
issued with a Lateness 
Detention. 
 
2 Lateness Detentions will  
result in your child being  
placed on a Punctuality Card. 
 
3 Lateness Detentions will  
Result in your child being  
Invited to attend a Punctuality 
Seminar after school. 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The 
 

Importance of  

Punctuality 

 
 
 

 

 

Important information 

for Parents and Carers 
 

 
Carrickfergus Academy 
believe that arriving at school 
on time is essential for 
children to fulfill their potential. 

 

Being on time to school 
ensures that children settle  
into the school day, receive 

key information and updates 

from their Form Tutor and 

prevents them from missing 

essential learning. 

 

If you have any questions, 
please speak to the Principal, 
Dr P Downing. 

Punctuality 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

What The Law Says 

 

Need help? 

 

 

Are you having problems 
getting your child into school 
for any of these reasons? 
 

• Won’t get out of bed in the  
morning 

 

• Won’t go to bed at night 
 

• Can’t find their uniform,  
books, school bag…. 

 

• Slow to eat breakfast 
 

• Won’t read or do their 
homework  

The Department of Education states that 

“Parents and Carers have a legal duty to 

encourage their child's regular and punctual 

attendance at school.” Schools are legally 

required to take a register of pupils first thing 

in the morning and at some point in the 

afternoon (we take ours after lunch). 

 

At Carrickfergus Academy, we take the 

register at 9.05am. If a pupil arrives after this 

time, the late (L code) will be applied. 

 

#NB 

  

‘L’ Code on your child’s Registration 

Certificate = Lateness. 

 
Any children who are dropped off at the 

Academy late, should be brought to the 

school office by a Parent/Carer so they can 

be signed in. This is to ensure that accurate 

reasons for lateness are recorded, and also 

to ensure that children arrive safely. 

 

Carrickfergus Academy: 

 

Junior Campus: T 028 93 364334 

 

Senior Campus: T 028 93 362347 

 

E-Mail: 

info@carrickfergusacademy.carrickfergus.

ni.sch.uk 

 
 

• Watching TV or on  
electronic devices 

 

• Are worried about some  
aspect of their school work  

 
You could speak to our Deputy 

Pastoral Leaders: 

 

KS3: Mrs M Irwin 

 

KS4: Mrs K Rodgers 

  

For advice on setting helpful 

routines and other useful 

strategies to help get your days off 

to a flying (and punctual) start. 

Contact the school office to make 
an appointment. 


