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School Uniform Policy 

Carrickfergus Academy is committed to providing an education of the highest quality for all 
its pupils. The whole school community – pupils, parents and guardians, teaching, and 
teaching support staff as well as school governors - have important roles to play in achieving 
this outcome. A clear understanding of our roles and responsibilities, coupled with effective 
communication, are key aspects in the pursuit of high-quality educational provision and 
standards.  

This uniform policy aims to clarify the general and specific uniform regulations for pupils and 
to identify the specific compulsory and optional uniform items for boys and girls. It also 
outlines the roles and responsibilities of parents, pupils, and staff in relation to the uniform 
regulations.  

At Carrickfergus Academy pupils are required to always wear correct and complete uniform -
when travelling to and from school, during the normal school day, at school functions and on 
school visits or tours, unless other arrangements have been made with the permission of the 
Principal. The wearing of our school uniform with pride is something we constantly stress to 
pupils because we believe that good discipline and harmonious relationships are best 
achieved when everyone conforms to the same standard.  

The policy is based on current guidance and statutory regulations.  

Parents are asked to read the uniform list carefully, for we consider their cooperation vital 
in ensuring that pupils present themselves suitably for school, in keeping with our 
regulations.  

They are asked to note particularly:  

1. The footwear regulations: in particular, black trainers or canvas shoes are not 
permitted.  

2. That girls’ skirts should be worn at the waist and be knee-length.  

3. That grey v neck jumpers are permissible.  

4. That the shirt top button should be fastened, the tie neatly knotted with the crest 
visible below the knot and the shirt always tucked in.  

5. That we ask for your support in ensuring that our pupils come to school with their hair 
tidy, not dressed in any extreme style, and (especially after holiday periods) not 
bleached or noticeably coloured.  

6. That students are NOT to wear facial jewellery piercings or (nose, tongue, eyebrow, lip 
etc) use plasters to cover piercings. Pupils will be expected to remove them if they are 
worn in school. If a student refuses to remove a visible piercing, work will be provided, 
and he/she will be sent to YM or Form teacher to be withdrawn. Continual refusal to 
remove piercings or retainers will result pupils being placed in the PSC until the uniform 
issue is resolved. (Pupils are advised that sufficient time during holidays should be 
allowed for healing of piercings.  

7. Pupils should bring with a rucksack type bag to carry all required equipment and 
essentials. 
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8. Pupils should have a medical reason for not wearing full school uniform. Parents should 
contact the school in advance of the pupil coming to school or send an explanatory note 
into school. A doctor’s note will be requested. 

The regulations about uniform will be enforced and pupils who infringe them may be 
withdrawn from circulation at break and / or lunch time, throughout the school day or sent 
home. Parents who are in any doubt about the interpretation of the regulations should 
consult their child’s Year Mentor before buying new clothes or footwear for school.  

Pupils seeking temporary permission to wear to school some article of clothing that does not 
conform with the regulations, for example if clothing has been damaged, should bring a note 
from home to their Year Mentor. The Year Mentor will supply a covering note.  

 

THE IMPORTANCE OF UNIFORM  

“The Department of Education recognises that school uniforms play an important part in the 
engagement of pupils with their school, promoting a sense of identity, pride and unity and 
supporting the ethos of the school. They can also ensure that pupils from all backgrounds feel 
welcome, protecting children from social pressures to dress in a particular way and promoting 
good relations between different groups of pupils.  In addition, school uniforms support the 
safeguarding policy of a school, making it easier to identify any individuals who should not be 
on the premises.” 

Carrickfergus Academy also believes our uniform plays an important role in establishing the 
ethos of our school and in: 

• Supporting discipline and good behaviour.  

• Ensuring the health and safety of pupils.  

• Encouraging identity with the school and nurturing a sense of community.  

• Protecting pupils from social pressures to dress in a particular way.  

• Instilling a sense of pride in the school; and  

• Promoting more effective teaching and learning.  

Carrickfergus Academy pupils are ambassadors for the school and create a reputation for the 
school with their appearance and conduct when wearing the school uniform. We expect 
pupils to wear the school uniform correctly and with pride, inside and outside of school:  
wearing the uniform in this manner means each pupil will be a credit to themselves, our 
school, and their family.  

 

 

 

 
  



4 
 

ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES  

PARENTS       

Parents are expected to:  

• Give their vital support in maintaining the very high standards, by supporting and 
endorsing the Uniform Policy.  

• Send their son/daughter to school dressed in the correct school uniform, ensuring 
that it is clean and in good repair. 

• Ensure   that   their   son/daughter   conforms   to   the   uniform   regulations   and   
standards and thus avoid the possibility of sanctions being applied, which could 
include asking a parent/guardian to take their son/daughter home until their 
uniform and/or appearance is deemed appropriate.  

• Ensure all their uniform items, including their PE kit and equipment, are clearly 
labelled with their full name and form class.  

• Submit a request in writing to the Year Mentor should, for any unavoidable reason, a 
temporary deviation from the above regulations arise. 

 

PUPILS       

Pupils are expected to:  

• Wear their full uniform when attending Carrickfergus Academy, or when 
participating in any school-organised event outside school. 

• Always maintain a high standard of personal appearance. 

• Have all their uniform items, including their PE kit and equipment, clearly labelled 
with their full name and form class.  

 

STAFF       

Staff are expected to:  

• Promote that pupils wear their uniform correctly. 

• Address a pupil whose appearance or uniform does not meet the uniform 
regulations and record on pupil behaviour record.  

• Follow-up on persistent breaches of uniform regulations by referring them to the 
Form Teacher or Year Mentor. 

Since the vast majority of our pupils have no difficulty in complying with these requirements 
it would be unfair to them, and the school, not to be proactive with those pupils who choose 
to disregard the school’s Uniform Code. Regular checks on uniform will be carried out to 
ensure a consistent approach to the application of the school’s Uniform Code.  

Pupils and parents/guardians are asked to make themselves aware of Carrickfergus Academy 
Uniform Policy and Regulations. Both parents/guardians and pupils are required to complete 
the Uniform Agreement to indicate that they will adhere to the Uniform Policy and 
Regulations and that acceptance of a place at Carrickfergus Academy implies full support for 
the School Uniform Policy. 
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The uniform of Carrickfergus Academy can be purchased from local suppliers: 

• Cuddy’s 

• Gordon’s 

• Jeanius 

The cost of the items is set out below. Our uniform is comfortable, and our Uniform Bank 
provides reassurance, both from a sustainability and care for the environment perspective, 
as well as providing a valuable resource for parents and families.  

Most items of our uniform can be purchased from local supermarkets or other venues outside 
of our uniform suppliers for example skirts, trousers, grey v neck jumper, socks, tights, shirts 
etc are all available ‘off the peg’ and have no school branding. The only items with any 
identifying school logos are the school tie, the school blazer, and the school PE top. 

 

Uniform Bank 

• Pre-loved uniform store located on both junior and senior sites of the Academy. 

• Each June the school, via social media, asks for parents to hand in "pre loved" 
clothing to the school reception. 

• Both uniform stores are stocked with school uniforms and items of PE kit that no 
longer fit a child and have voluntarily been handed in. 

• Throughout the school year pre-loved uniform and kit is given to pupils identified as 
having an issue with uniform. Year mentors communicate with Pastoral Team to co-
ordinate the supply of required items. 

• Newcomer families are also, as required, provided with the option of receiving items 
of clothing before their child/children start attending the school. 

• Senior teacher Mr Kidd, on a voluntary capacity, oversees the running of the Uniform 
Bank assisted by volunteer LSAs who help with the stock control review as and when 
required. 

 

New Initiative 

• From September 2025 the school will also run a Hygiene Bank for pupils. This will allow 
pupils to request items such as shampoo, deodorant, shower gel, toothpaste, or skin 
care products free of charge. Requests will be made via a communication to Mr Kidd 
(Email/Google classroom TBC). 

• Stock for Hygiene Bank will be via voluntary contributions from staff, a parent appeal 
each term and link with local Vineyard church. 

Our uniform and our PE kit have both been widely consulted on. Pupils and parents were 
consulted on our change of PE kit and the Governors of Carrickfergus Academy took the 
decision to change PE uniform to provide better value for money for parents. It was 
considered to be better quality at a lower price than many competing retailers.  
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Pupils, parents, and staff were then further consulted with regarding a change to our uniform 
policy where pupils identified a desire for our female pupils to have the option to wear 
trousers. This has now been added to our uniform list as an option for girls.  

 

GENERAL UNIFORM REGULATIONS FOR ALL PUPILS 

Pupils are expected to: 

• Be neat and tidy and always maintain a high standard of personal appearance. 

• Have their uniform items, including their PE kit and equipment clearly labelled with 
their full name and form class. 

• Shirts/blouses must be tucked in, top buttons and cuffs of shirts must be always 
fastened. Ties must be knotted neatly and touch the waistband of the skirt or trousers.  

• Blazers MUST be worn in corridors and at break and lunch times and a grey v neck 
jumper is permissible in cold weather. 

Pupils are expected to conform to the following specifications in spirit as well as in letter and 
wear the uniform neatly and as intended. The final decision on the appropriateness of 
uniform and/or appearance will be taken by the Principal and/or the Vice Principal. 

The following uniform should normally be worn while attending school or taking part in school 
related activities, except in circumstances approved by the school. 

Heels must be under 4cms for safety reasons. (Slingback shoes, platforms, stilettos, trainers, 
canvas, Vans, Converse, plimsolls, or ballet pumps are NOT allowed.)  

Hair should be neat and tidy, for guidance it should NOT be worn over the eyes or obscure 
vision at any time. Hair should not be tinted or dyed to extremes that are in blatant contrast 
to the natural hair colour. Girls/boys with long hair MUST ensure they have an elastic hair 
band to tie hair back in ALL practical subjects to meet Health and Safety risk assessment 
requirements. 

 

 

 

 

 
  



7 
 

Girls’ Uniform 

Cuddys: Larger sizes will be subject to 20% VAT. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School Uniform Supplier Gordons Cuddys Jeanius 

School blazer £54.99 £54.99 £50 - £70 

Depending on Size 

Plain grey kick pleat skirt (2 pleats to 
front & back, worn ‘to the knee’) 

OR 

Plain black trousers (skinny fit are 
not acceptable) 

£24.99 

 

 

£25.99 (Junior) 

£34.99 (Senior) 

£26.99 

 

 

£27.99 

£27 - £35 

Depending on Size 

 

£29.99 - £35 

£50 - £70 

Depending on Size 

Plain white girls’ shirt LS £17.40  

(2 pack) 

SS £16.00  

(2 pack) 

£17.99 From £24.99 

(2 pack) 

School tie £7.99 £8.99 £7.99 

Suitable black shoes (platform, high 
heels, track shoe-type, canvas or flimsy 
fashion shoes are not acceptable) 

   

Plain black opaque tights OR grey 
knee socks 

£6.99   

School scarf (optional) £17.99   

Girls’ PE Kit - Compulsory Child Size Adult Size 

School Purple Round neck T shirt £14.00 £16.00 

School Plain Black Leggings From £15.00 £29.00 

School White ankle socks / / 

Training shoes / / 

Girls’ PE Kit - Optional   

School ¼ Zip £26.00 £34.00 

School Plain Black Skort From £11.00 £18.00 

School Gilet £26.00  
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Boys’ Uniform 
 

School Uniform Supplier Gordon’s Cuddys Jeanius 

School blazer £54.99 £54.99 £50 - £70 

Depending on Size 

Plain black trousers (skinny fit are 
not acceptable) 

£25.99 (Junior) 

£34.99 (Senior) 

 

£27.99 £29.99 - £35 

£50.00 - £70.00 

Depending on Size 

Plain white shirt LS £17.40 (2 pack) 

SS £16.00 (2 pack) 

£17.99 £24.99 

(2 pack) 

School tie  £7.99 £8.99 £7.99 

Black shoes (black leather shoes)    

Black socks £5.99 (3 pack)   

School scarf (optional) £17.99   

Grey V neck Jumper (optional) £36.99 £24.99  

 Cuddys: Larger sizes will be subject to 20% VAT. 

 

 

Boys’ PE Kit - Compulsory Child Size Adult Size 

School purple round neck t-shirt 
 

From £14.00  

School plain black shorts 
 

From £9.00  

School plain black PE socks 
 

From £6.00  

Training shoes 
 

/ / 

Football boots 
 

/ / 

Shin guards and gum shield / / 

Boys’ PE Kit - Optional  
 

  

School ¼ zip 
 

£26.00 £34.00 

School plain black tracksuit bottoms 
 

  

School Gilet 
 

£26.00  
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

Pupils may wear an outdoor coat to school. These should be navy or black and must not have 
slogans or panels of other colours other than safety strips. 

The official school hoody may also be worn to and from school but must be removed when in 
school. No alternative hoody should be worn with school uniform. 

Denim or leather clothing may not be worn to school. 

Make up/fake tan should not be worn in Years 8 - 10. A light makeup is acceptable in Years 
11 - 14. Any obvious or exaggerated use of makeup is unacceptable. 

Pupils are permitted to wear one plain stud, in the lobe of each or either ear. No other 
variations are permitted. Tongue, nose, and other visible piercings are strictly prohibited. 
Pupils wishing to get piercings should do so at the beginning of the summer holidays so that 
piercings will be healed for September, allowing jewellery to be removed in line with school 
regulations. Plasters covering piercings will not be permitted. If a pupil is wearing more 
jewellery than permitted it may be confiscated temporarily and securely stored; one single 
flat ring is permitted, as is a wristwatch. 

Nail/gel polish, acrylic, artificial or gel nails are NOT allowed and, for reasons promoting 
Health and Safety, natural nails should be kept short and tidy. Parents MUST submit a request 
in writing to the Year Mentor for any unavoidable reason where temporary deviation from 
this regulation may arise but must understand that nails should be removed before any return 
to school. 

Synthetic or manufactured eye lashes are not permitted.  

Students are expected to always wear full and correct uniform, including to and from school. 
Pupils are reminded that while wearing the school uniform in public they represent the 
school, and the school may be judged on how they conduct themselves. 

A grey V-necked jumper may be worn during cold weather NO alternative version of a hoodie 
or black zip up top is permissible.  If required parents should purchase a regulation jumper at 
the start of the school year to use during the winter months. 

Optional: A school regulation scarf may be worn during cold weather. This can be purchased 
from local suppliers. No other scarf may be worn. 

There are no prescribed hats or gloves, but, if worn, they should be plain and black or dark 
grey in colour. 

The regulations about uniform will be enforced and pupils who infringe them may be 
withdrawn from circulation at break and/or lunchtime or during the school day. These 
uniform details are to be adhered to at all times. Necessary sanctions will be imposed by staff 
in accordance with the school’s positive behaviour policy for failure to comply with guidelines.  
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CONSULTATION ON PE KIT  

Consultation on our PE kit was undertaken in 2022. The consultation included Parent 
Representatives on BOG and PTFA to gather parental opinions in addition to a survey sent to 
all parents.  

PE staff undertook pupil consultation verbally in PE classes when pupils were asked would 
they prefer current G Force kit or the Nike type branded kit. 

As part of the process three different companies submitted their proposals for a new kit 
(ClubSport NI, Gordon's School wear of Carrickfergus (who was representing the other school 
suppliers in the town Cuddys and Gary’s) and Kukri.  

ClubSport NI had the most competitive prices and had a proven record of good quality, and 
the pupils had indicated their preference for the Nike. The BOG therefore agreed with the 
consultation findings and made the decision to have ClubSport NI supply our PE kit.  

The decision to continue with branded PE kit with a few items specifically branded as 
Carrickfergus Academy was a deliberate one bearing in mind that uniform. 

• Provides school identity and promotes school cohesion. 

• Ensures that all pupils are wearing clothing that is suitable for activities and safe to 
wear.  

• Removes/reduces socioeconomic disparities. 

• Ensures a set standard of quality and durable items for all pupils to wear.  

In terms of costs, girls kit costs slightly more (£49) than boys kit (£29). However, girls can 
choose to wear non-Nike Leggings and go for a cheaper alternative instead. We also have 
optional parts of the kit that pupils can order and some items that are only purchased if the 
pupil is representing a school team. Our team kits ordered that are being provided free of 
charge from our suppliers. These will be held centrally in school and washed after use. Pupils 
do not get to keep this team kit. 

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

PE kit should be purchased from the nominated supplier through the school and must be 
brought to all lessons even when sick or injured otherwise pupils will get a ‘no kit’ mark and 
three of these will incur a detention. We would appreciate it if parents and pupils would sign 
and return the attached slip to their form teacher as soon as possible. 
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PUPIL AND PARENT/GUARDIAN UNIFORM AGREEMENT FORM 

Name of Pupil: _____________________________ Form Class: _______________ 

PARENTAL AGREEMENT I (name of parent) ____________________________________________ 

have read Carrickfergus Academy’s Uniform Policy and agree to ensure that my child 

__________________________will adhere to the School’s Uniform Policy throughout his/her time at 

Carrickfergus Academy. I understand that acceptance of a place at Carrickfergus Academy implies 

full support for the School Uniform Policy.  

 

Signed: ______________________________Parent/Guardian   Date: __________________________                                    

 

PUPIL AGREEMENT I (name of pupil) _______________________________________________  

Form Class:______________ understand the Uniform Regulations and I agree to wear my school 

uniform as described in the School Uniform Policy throughout my time at Carrickfergus Academy. I 

understand that acceptance of my place at Carrickfergus Academy implies full support for the School 

Uniform Policy.  

Signed: ______________________________ Pupil     Date: ______________________________  


